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Educational Technology 
 

Appleworks Databases: Madlib 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step One: 
 
Determine story line and which words would be  replaced by madib type fields. This can be done 
on paper or in a word document for easy copy and pasting into textboxes. 
 
Step Two: 
Open database [apple or FileMaker Pro] 
Type in fields:  [each field must have a different name] 
Noun1, noun2, noun3,  
Verb1, verb2 
Positional word1, positional word2 
>press done, apple defaults to browse view 
 

Step Three: 
>change layout view to “layout” 

 
 
 
>pull body line to ¾ of page. 
 
>select all fields and 
labels; move to 
bottom temporarily. 
 
 

 
 
Step Four: 
>Select the text box tool: [blue A on toolbar] 
 >click and drag to draw a textbox on page. 
>type in paragraph or word problem. 
>format type style and size. 
>click at the beginning of each line and hit ‘return’ to double space the paragraph. 
>use the ‘arrange’ menu to move paragraph to back. 
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Step Five: 
Placing fields: 
>drag fields to appropriate places on top of paragraph; resize the fields as needed. 
>place labels under the blank boxes to give direction for what to type into the answer fields. 
 
Step Six: 
>change layout to “list” mode’   
>type in answers for madlib 
 
 
Step Seven: 
>change layout to “browse” 
>read story or work math 
problem. 
 
 
 
Here’s an online example of the madlib database: 
 
http://www.eduplace.com/tales/ 
 
 


